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EDINBURGH TROOPS STILL LIVING IN PRISON-LIKE 

CONDITIONS 
 

 
‘Today’s media release by the Parliamentary Secretary for Defence, Senator Feeney, is 
a crude attempt to white wash over the fact that soldiers at Edinburgh are still living in 
sub-standard conditions,’ Mr Robert said in response to the Labor Government’s media 
release concerning facilities at RAAF Edinburgh. 
 
Shadow Minister for Defence Science, Technology and Personnel, Stuart Robert, who 
recently toured the temporary accommodation at RAAF Base Edinburgh, said single live 
in soldiers from 7 RAR were not only required to live in cramped temporary 
accommodation comparable in size to a prison cell, they were also forced to pay for it. 
 
‘It is absolutely outrageous that soldiers are having to not only live in these conditions 
but are also having to pay for the sub-standard accommodation,’ Mr Robert said. 
 
‘The accommodation is over a kilometre away from the soldiers mess and has been 
described as being of a lower standard than what is available to soldiers living in 
Afghanistan’s mounting base at Al Minhad in Dubai.’ 
 
Mr Robert said he had written to Minister Snowdon weeks ago about the deplorable 
situation that over 100 soldiers find themselves in and requested that as a bare minimum 
the accommodation should be provided to soldiers free of charge. 
 
Mr Robert said Minister Snowdon had not even bothered to reply to his letter. 
 
‘Given the construction of the soldier’s permanent accommodation has not yet even 
begun, I find it totally unacceptable that the soldiers are having to pay for the Labor 
Government’s inability to manage basic soldier accommodation requirements,’ Mr 
Robert said. 
 
‘Our soldiers deserve better. This Labor Government talks about our soldiers being the 
military’s greatest asset, well if that is true then they deserve to live in proper 
accommodation and they deserve a Minister that actually takes an interest in their 
situation, rather than one that wholly fails to acknowledge that there is a problem.’ 
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